The Tissue Bank is situated at St John of
God Pathology in Geelong, and has ethics
approval to collect tissue from the three
local hospitals of St John of God Private,
Geelong Public and Geelong Private.

The Minister for Innovation, the Hon Gavin
Jennings, launched the new facility on
29 October at the Geelong Public Hospital.

Tissue Banking in
Geelong

“The facility is giving cancer patients

In early 2009 the Victorian Cancer Biobank living in the Geelong and Barwon

began working with clinicians and

researchers in Geelong to open its first site

in regional Victoria.

As word of the Tissue Bank spreads
throughout the Barwon Health medical
community, and with the support of

South Western region first hand
access to revolutionary cancer
research and treatment”, Gavin

Executive Officer Dr Anne Thompson
presenting at several multi-disciplinary
team meetings, the site is now banking
specimens from a range of tumour streams.

The Barwon Tissue Bank became Jennings said.

functional in May 2009 following the
setting up of workspaces, purchase of
crucial equipment and the appointment

of Katie-Lee Alexander as the Medical
Scientist. Katie-Lee was trained at the Royal
Melbourne Hospital Tissue Bank under the
supervision of Matthew Chapman, Tissue
Bank Manager, and with the full support

of surgeons she commenced consenting
patients in early June.

“Through the Victorian Cancer
Biobank, our research facilities have
access to high quality biospecimens
required for biomarker discovery
which will lead to improvements in
cancer diagnosis and treatment.

The Tissue Bank is supported by a
pathology registrar — Dr Phyo Thein held
the position from July 2009 to January
2010, and Dr Christine Qian was appointed

in February 2010. The facility will support research

activities and enhance Victoria’s
world class life sciences and biotech
capability in the Geelong region.”

Katie-Lee Alexander and Christine Qian

Kerryn Taylor (donor) with Gavin Jennings and Anne
Thompson at the launch

How to Apply for Biospecimens

Step 1: Go to www.viccancerbiobank.org.au/researchers to read and download the following documents:

(@  Information on How to Apply and Conditions of Use - covers ethics approval, handling standards, supply of services
and biospecimens, and reporting requirements
(b)  Cost Recovery Schedule - use to estimate the cost of your application

() Overview of Application Forms - explains which application form to use.

Step 2: Go to Application for Biospecimens and download the Application for Human Biospecimens forms relevant to your
application. Complete the forms, check all requirements, and submit electronically to joanne.edgar@cancervic.org.au or by mail to
Joanne Edgar, Applications Manager, Victorian Cancer Biobank, 1 Rathdowne Street, Carlton, Vic, 3053.

Step 3: The Biobank Access Committee will assess your application; this process usually takes two weeks.

Step 4: Once approved, a Materials Transfer Agreement or Services Agreement that includes costs will be forwarded to you. As soon as
we receive the signed agreement your biospecimens will be prepared for dispatch and/or prospective collection will commence.
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Aperio Digital Imaging
Equipment

The Aperio digital imaging system is

now operational at the four Consortium
member sites. Interested researchers
located within each hospital’s research
precinct should contact their local

tissue bank manager to arrange a quick
demonstration. Once a username and
password has been issued, researchers can
access slides and information from their
own desktop.

Austin Health: carmel.murone@ludwig.
edu.au

Peter Mac: samantha.cauberg@petermac.
org

Melbourne Health: matthew.chapman@
mh.org.au

Southern Health (Monash Medical
Centre Clayton): zdenka.prodanovic@
southernhealth.org.au

Consortium Committee

The Victorian Cancer Biobank is a not-
for-profit consortium supported by
the Cancer Council Victoria and the
Victorian Government. It is governed
by a Consortium Committee made up
of representatives from the four main
sites, the Cancer Council Victoria, and
independent members.

The Committee’s newest member is
Associate Professor Warren Alexander
(pictured top right), who was appointed
in November 2009 as an independent
member (research). Warren is Joint Head,
Cancer and Haematology Division at the
Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical
Research.

MEMBERS

Prof Peter Rogers (Southern Health, Chair)
Prof Andrew Scott (Austin Health)

A/Prof Geoff Lindeman (Melbourne Health)

A/Prof lan Campbell (Peter MacCallum
Cancer Centre)

David Fogarty (Cancer Council Victoria)

Avis Macphee, Malar Thiagarajan, Tony
Landgren and A/Prof Warren Alexander
(independent members)

Access Committee

The Access Committee has also recently
welcomed three new members following
the departure in late 2009 of Ms Pam
Mamers (Southern Health), A/Prof Geoff
Lindeman (Melbourne Health), and Ms Avis
Macphee (independent member).

Dr Clare Scott, WEHI (pictured below right
with Geoff Lindeman) and Mr Matthew
Chapman, Tissue Bank Manager at Royal
Melbourne Hospital, are the new members
representing Melbourne Health. They were
appointed by the Melbourne Health Tissue
Bank Steering Committee.

Mr lan Roos works with the Cancer Council
Victoria and has been appointed to a new
independent position of donor/patient
advocate.

MEMBERS

A/Prof lan Davis and Dr Carmel Murone
(Austin Health)

Dr Clare Scott and Mr Matthew Chapman
(Melbourne Health)

Prof Stephen Fox and A/Prof Wayne Phillips
(Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre)

Ruth Patterson (Southern Health)

A/Prof Brian Dean and Fairlie Hinton
(independent members)

lan Roos (Donor/Patient Advocate, Cancer
Council Victoria)

Central Operations

Dr Anne Thompson (Executive Officer)
Joanne Edgar (Applications Manager)

Pip Dudley (Admin and Communications)

Libby Hume (Data Manager)

www.viccancerbiobank.org.au



Collection Targets: January 2007 - December 2009
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Cancer
eseee Biobank

COST RECOVERY SCHEDULE

1 September 2009
Not for profit/government funded applications

5% Victorian
000
000

1-50 51-100 | 101-150 | 151-200+ | Full cost
samples | samples | samples | samples | recovery
TISSUE SAMPLES
DNA (microgram) $20.00| $18.00| $16.00 $14.80 $40.00
Fresh tissue (5x5x5mm tissue) (10x10x10mm $60.00| $53.70| $47.80 $44.20| $119.40
normal)
Fresh tissue in RNA later (5x5x5mm) $66.00 | $59.10| $52.60 $48.60| $131.40
OCT block (project specific applications only) $69.00| $62.40| $55.40 $51.30| $138.60
Paraffin block (project specific applications only) | $69.00| $62.40| $55.40 $51.30| $138.60
RNA (microgram) $33.00| $29.30| $26.00 $24.10 $65.00
Sections - Paraffin/OCT $8.00 $7.20 $6.40 $6.00 $16.10
Sections - Paraffin/OCT (H&E stained) $9.00 $8.10 $7.20 $6.70 $18.00
Snap frozen tissue (5x5x5mm) $54.00 $48.90| $43.40 $40.20| $108.60
Section H&E $9.00 $8.10 $7.20 $6.70 $18.00
BLOOD SAMPLES
Bone marrow (1ml vial) $28.00| $24.80| $22.00 $20.40 $55.00
Buffy coat (250 microlitre) $11.00 $9.70 $8.60 $8.00 $21.60
PBMNC (min 1x106 cells) $16.00| $14.20 $12.60 $11.70 $31.60
Plasma/serum (250 microlitre) $11.00 $9.70 $8.60 $8.00 $21.60
Whole blood 4mls (prospective, CPT tube) $25.00| $22.50( $20.00 $18.50 $50.00
Whole blood 8mls (prospective, CPT tube) $50.00| $45.00( $40.00 $37.00| $100.00
Whole blood 8mls (prospective, EDTA tube) $43.00| $38.30| $34.00 $31.50 $85.00
DNA from blood (microgram) $15.00| $13.50 $12.00 $11.10 $30.00
NOTES

1. The collection of fees is to offset the substantial costs of collecting, processing and storing of biospecimens.
2. Full cost recovery rates are discounted on a sliding scale according to the number of samples requested.

3. Costs for commercially funded research applications will be provided separately upon application.

4. Costs are exclusive of GST and freight charges.

All applications are to be submitted electronically, go to www.viccancerbiobank.org.au for more information

a reliable and ethical approach to biobanking.
the provision of quality biospecimens and service to researchers
centralised access to multi-centre collections

1 Rathdowne Street Carlton Victoria 3053 ph 03 9635 5362 fax 03 9635 5540
www.viccancerbiobank.org.au





